Tourism, and memorabilia purchased by pilgrims-make this little understood but extraordinarily beautiful structure one the most well-known on the planet. Rising above white marble and once multicolored gold and glass mosaic, its famous, now gold-covered Dome has captured the attention of those looking upon the old city of Jerusalem from several directions since the end of the seventh century. Inside marble and elaborate mosaics, the largest preserved set from before the twelfth century anywhere in the area surrounding the Mediterranean Sea, provide a glorious ring around sacred rock and cave.
there. This is the case not only for the most famous Solomonic and Herodian temples, but also for that of the often forgotten Zerubbabel. These Jewish temples as shown by Berger, however, were by no means identical structures performing "the same" religious/social functions. Zerubbabel's and Herod the Great's temples did not contain the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies. As rulers and priestly administrators changed, so did the reputation of the temple in Jerusalem. Jeremiah and Jesus famously questioned the leadership of the temples existing during their times and efficacy of their sacrifices.
Berger might have mentioned that some Jews, as evidenced by the ancient Temple Scroll discovered along the shores of the Dead Sea at Khirbet Qumran, believed that not even Solomon had constructed the perfect Jewish temple. On the ninth of the Jewish month of Ab when supposedly Babylonians and then Romans destroyed the temples occupying the site, divine retribution on sinful temple authorities was imposed by foreign conquerors.
Roman pagan leaders, followed by Constantine the Great, subsequently banned Jews from Jerusalem. In keeping with the prophecy of Jesus (Mark 13:2) , at the site of the former Jewish temples not a single stone would stand upon another until the Messianic age.
It is at this point that we get our first taste of Pamela Berger's expertise, with a review of the most ancient visual representations of the Jewish temples that have come
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down to us today. From the first image discussed (11) (12) , it is important to note that what is depicted-for example, on a tetradrachma coin from the time of Bar Kochba in the early 130s CE-does not match past historical reality. Instead what was believed about the appearance of Solomonic and Herodian temples is conflated in the image on the coin. The columnated facade of the imagined Jewish temple found in this representation fashioned decades after the destruction of the last existing structure at the site, is similar to that of other Roman temples depicted on gold coins of Hadrian while the Ark of the Covenant-present only in Solomon's temple-is depicted within. Actually, the image of the façade doesn't even match Josephus' description of Herod's temple which had no columns! Likewise, the earliest surviving paintings of the Jewish temple and the tent of the desert Tabernacle found on a synagogue at Dura Europos (13-15) depict a rectangular shaped Roman-style temple. Depictions of the past Jerusalem temples produced before the most recent decades, never live up to the standards of critical historians in the present.
Even the most carefully produced present-day reconstructions of past temples based upon precise readings of ancient texts and extant archaeological remains, often disagree with each other and many details are underdetermined. There is no guarantee that ancient descriptions of the site match what was actually constructed at any specific point in time.
The al-Haram al-Sharif or Temple Mount, moreover, has to this date not been subject to extensive and thorough archaeological investigation. As is often the case in the study of the ancient world, it is easier to rule out what could not have been than to advance accurate reconstructions of historical sites. Contemporary image-based 3D modeling of heritage sites is certainly impressive, but also potentially deceives today's untrained viewer by providing an easily digested depiction of a much obscured past reality. The fundamental "strangeness" or "otherness" (cf. Hayden White, Elizabeth Wyschogrod 2 )
of distant and even more recent pasts cannot be so easily erased. Sepulchre in Jerusalem). Instead she argues that it was intentionally built as a kind of shrine on a site associated with Solomon and David that was sacred to . Following the historian al-Wasiti in his "Praises of Jerusalem," a resident of Jerusalem 1000 years ago who relies on local traditions attributed to the Thabit family who lived in the city at the time of the building of the Dome of the Rock, Berger writes that the magnificent structure was "considered the direct heir to the temple of Solomon."
Citing Ka'b al-Ahbar, al-Wasiti argued the building was meant to be "the main temple of They are a common pictorial marker of the Jewish temple. Priscilla Soucek, whose important work on the representation of the Solomonic temple in Islamic sources is drawn upon by , goes one step further than the author of The Crescent on the Temple. Soucek (1976: 88, 96-8) I sincerely hope that Berger's work in The Crescent on the Temple will be widely read and carefully considered by scholars and the general public alike. Berger makes both a monumental historical contribution convincingly revealing a past that has been obscured as well as making us think about the times we live in. Hopefully, the "shock," to quote Nohad Ali, produced by this book will have an influence on political and religious leaders alike-for the benefit of peace and returned inter-religiosity in Jerusalem. Instead of looking forward with millenarian believers to a future where rivals have been vanquished and exiled, perhaps a return to a past where Jews and Muslims lived and worshipped alongside each other is more preferable.
